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                                           Student Council Meeting with School Committee 

 

TIME: 5:30pm     Wednesday November 15, 2017          Place:  Ware Junior-Senior High School Library 

 

              PRESENT: Chris Desjardins, Aaron Sawabi, Julie Slattery, and Joan Sawabi   
 
 The students discussed Hallway Wars, Mr. Ware High School (with half the profits going to Mr. Blaise), Turkey Feathers and 

the upcoming December 2, 2017 craft fair as projects/fundraisers they are working on. 
 
 They also discussed the December Elf Project which is going to be an appreciation day for teachers. Students will have a 

chance to give back to teachers who they feel are really helpful. The students emphasized the fact that they felt they had a 
really great relationship with the teachers and felt that most of the teachers at Ware High were doing their job well and 
cared about the students. 

 
 They noted that having backpacks in the classroom has recently become an issue. Although the student council knew that it 

was a policy to keep their backpacks in their lockers, they felt the administration’s approach of giving out two office 
detentions was too aggressive. They also felt the administration did not have a consistent record with imposing this 
punishment as some days the administration seemed lax with this policy and other days they would hand out the detentions.  
The student council felt that more of a transition is needed before the administration enforces the first offense two office 
detention policy. They summed up the problem by stating they feel the administration’s approach to this policy is too 
aggressive in the way they have been speaking and enforcing this rule and they feel they have been treating the students 
negatively. The student council felt the administration did not give them enough time to respond to a policy that had not 
been enforced in quite some time. 

 
  Some students noted they have classes down stairs and have a problem getting back to their lockers in time to get the books 

and supplies they need for their next classes. Because they are not being able to carry their backpacks, they are sometimes 
late and get marked as late to classes. They wish they could have their backpacks. 

 
  Aaron Sawabi noted that perhaps the purpose of the backpack policy is to ensure the transparency and visibility of contents, 

and inquired with students if they could carry their books using a netted or clear, see-through plastic bag, would that address 
their concerns? He also stated he will find out what the rational is behind the backpack policy and get back to the students.  

 
  The next item of concern was the fact that the downstairs door was supposed to be open for the students in the morning 

(with Mr. Foley there to monitor) and the door has been locked. The student council would like to see the door unlocked for 
them again. Students mentioned that it is unclear what the process is. School Committee recalled this was an issue last year 
as well where administration indicated it would open the doors in the back on very cold days. This was done a few times last 
year, perhaps because there were only a few cold days, or due to lack of administrative resources to tend to the back door. 
This year, the students were under the impression it would be done every day, but so far only has occurred three times as 
of the date of this meeting. Perhaps there is another administrative resource issue but students opined that there are four 
administrative staff members each morning at the front of the building. 

 
 The next concern was that the eighth-grade class seemed especially unruly and was not adhering to the rules of the school 

and getting away with too much. The council noted they felt this could be a problem next year when the eighth-grade class 
become freshman and still do not adhere to the rules. The council noted they felt the class was not being held to the same 
standard the rest of the high school is being held to. Aaron Sawabi acknowledged their concerns and indicated he was aware 
that the administration is actively addressing the situation. 

 
 The students inquired if it would be feasible for dietary choices to be available that address certain restrictions or preferences 

such as: vegetarian, lactose intolerance, gluten free. They acknowledged this could be a budgetary issue. 
   
 The student council expressed concern over the fact the cheerleaders are not treated the same way other student athletes 

are treated, most noteworthy being the fact they do not get a bus for the away games. Although they pay the user fee, they 
are not treated the same. It was also noted that cheerleaders are the second group to sell the highest number of  
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  calendars for the booster club but receive the least amount of benefits.  The council noted they felt Mr. Gallagher has not 

respected the band or the cheerleaders and that any planning from the AD’s office could be more inclusive of other   groups. 
It was also noted that cheerleaders pay one fee but participate in multiple sports / seasons, which is not the same as other 
students participating in other sports/seasons. 

 
 The student council noted they were unhappy with the new rule where no football or soccer students are able to drive up 

to the back fields behind SMK to park. For example, the  girls’ soccer team needs to use cars to drive up equipment and it is 
more practical after practice to have their cars closer, as opposed to boys football which can store equipment onsite and 
carry from a much closer distance. Also, students noted that the football team is still parking in areas that all students were 
directed not to park in. The School Committee indicated that parking has been and most likely will continue to be a scarce 
resource and that all students, faculty, and staff will need to bear with one another. 

 
 The student council expressed concern over the fact that they lost two guidance counselors this year. They feel this is hard 

for seniors who need consistency and a guidance counselor who knows them and who can help with letters of 
recommendation and transcript issues. They feel the guidance department is not organized or systematic in their approach 
to seeing students or getting back to them. Students feel they wait too long to see them and are often not seen when an 
appointment to see them has been made. They feel like they have to try very hard to get to see the councilor, and that 
students that are not as assertive as other students will not receive any of the benefits (e.g., get their transcripts in a timely 
basis) that a guidance office should be providing because guidance only will respond to students who are the “go-getters”. 
Go getters have to chase down guidance for answers to questions that are time sensitive with due dates. They also feel the 
process for internships/externships is difficult with no real guidelines established. One example is that some teachers require 
signing in and out, and some do not, or the policy is not clear. As a result, some students do not sign out and they have found 
out it is indicated as a negative on their report card. 

 
 The council noted that with all the struggles and challenges with trying to get accepted to college, the administration ought 

to have a couple of seminars for juniors and seniors to attend that will provide more details on the college application 
process, and all it entails. Students could go in to the meeting with questions they could have answered. They felt this would 
be extremely helpful for students and mentioned “career day” from the past as an example.  


